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Come By Chance

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
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Come By Chance

John M. Nelson, III
Green Spring Valley Road

Stevenson, Md. 21153
private

The land surrounding Come By Chance was owned in 1744 by Samuel
Owings. Recent architectural discoveries (or examination) suggest
that the fragments of 18th century walls incorporated into the
present structure may have been part of the house which Dr. Owings
built on the property. An early springhouse remains on the place.
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£ COME BY CHANCE is a two storey brick house which appears
&t first glance to date from ca. 1860-1875; two fragments of
#aarlier Flemish bond brickwork visible externally and a smaller
‘@ellar beneath the front or easterly section with a corner chimney
foundation unrelated to the present chimneys above indicate that
scant fragments of earlier eighteenth century walls were incorporated
in the present construction. While the dimensions of the earliest
house are obscured by the later construction they do appear close to
the one storey brick dwelling 16 x 36 feet recorded for this property
in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax.

The Flemish bond brickwork is visually similar to that of
nearby St. Thomas' Church and Sater's Church, both eighteenth cen-
tury structures.

The earliest construction visible is at the northwest cor-
ner and west side (near the southwest corner) of the front section
of the present house. The bricks are laid in Flemish bond with an
extensive use of black or glazed headers. A later door is cut through
the original north wall and an original window opening immediately
east of the door is filled with brick. Portions of the arch remain,
five courses in height, segmentally arched with a flat top. Queen
closers are at the original masonry opening and northwest corner.
The original brickwork is but one storey in height. The cellar be-
neath the front or easterly section of the present house is shorter
(in the north-south dimension) than the present house above and in
the northwest corner the stone walls corbel out above the floor to
support a former corner chimney and fireplace which once rose within
the northwest corner of the original house. The cellar beneath the
west wing may predate the present house, that is it may relate to an
early addition to the original house, but proof is indeterminable.

The principal or east front of the present house is three
bays in length, two storeys in height, of brick laid in common bond
without headers. Other walls have headers every eighth course. A
small gable rises above the middle bay and the wide eave and rake cor-
nices are supported by broad but shallow paneled modillions. The
single chimneys which rise flush with each end gable are reduced
slightly immediately above the roof and a tall narrow panel in each
wider face suggests the separate flues of these chimneys' late
medieval or Tudor precedents.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY -
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- A semi-circular window is in the small east gable and
similar windows flank the chimney of the south gable. Typical
windows elsewhere are tall 6/6 with narrow frames and louvred
blinds; such windows flank the chimneys in each end, each storey.
The principal entrance is embellished with a pedimented surround, an
early twentieth century Georgian addition. The northwest door,
previously described as interrupting the eighteenth century brick-
work, is sheltered by a pedimented hood supported on carved consoles,
also an early twentieth century addition in the Georgian style.

A long two storey wing extends to the rear or west, on its
south side sheltered by two storeys of porches. A wide bay window
relieves its north side. At the extreme west end is a short service
wing perpendicular to the west wing.

Within the front or easterly section is a central hall
containing the principal stair and a single room on either side,
A large dining room is the first room of the west wing, the bay
window on its north side; a large twentieth century sun porch fills
much of the angle between the front section and the dining room; kit-
chens, service and servants rooms are beyond the dining room. The
entire interior is a distinguished rendition of English late Georgian
design, added in the early twentieth century. Original doors remain
in the second storey, having four unmoulded, partially raised panels,
beaded architraves with simple wide backbands on the hall side,

~ (originally) no backbands on the room side. The mantels in the

chamber above the three principal rooms below are probably original
to this house, consisting of plain pilasters supporting plain friezes
and thick shelves., The floor framing, visible in the cellar, is all
circular-sawn.

The roof framing is not exposed owing to its covering with
modern drywall but three studs are exposed in the area between the
front section and the west wing; they are eighteenth century materials,
here used out-of-context, but undoubtedly from the original house,
pit-sawn and with some hand-made wrought-iron nails remaining from
their original use.

East of the house is a two storey stone spring house; the
actual spring is in a small stone vault outside the southwest corner,
Floor joists are of hewn material and the floor is secured with cut
-;mails,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
—p—— , - _ - :
A COME BY CHANCE is a house dating from the third quarter of
the mineteenth century which incorporates scant fragments of a smaller 4
eighteenth century house and in which was superimposed (in the early i
twentieth century) a late eighteenth century English Georgian style
interior. Of the many outbuildings once required to support rural life
the early spring house remains,
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The house Come Pv CThance takes its name frem a charmine Vallev legend.
Nne darl night some 160 vears ago, a man named PNichard Gist was riding through
the Green Snring Vallev vher a storm ferced him to seek shelter in a grove
cf trees. When he awoke in the rorning, he discovered twe natural s
on the oropertv and a rise of ground well-suited for a home. ist was said
to bte so taker with the area that he accuired the land, huilt a horme, and
named ihe place Cerme Pv Chance as he had literallv cpre upon the nronertv
kv accident.

Yhile a delightful tale, there is nc truth to this storv., Vet it is an
exanple of some of the Vallev's folklore which continues to intripue area
residents. Todav's Come Bv Chance however, truly does hear the name of
the tract on which it stands---originallv a 50-acre patent surveved in 1719/20
for a Villiam Bennett. After changing hands several tires, the land was purchased
in 1744 hv Samuel Owvings? There are no land records showing ownershin hv
Pichard &ist or anv mermher of his familv.

Samuel Nwings (of freen Soring Punch) retained this propertv, althouch
he never lived there,until his death in 1775. Bv his will the land went to
his bachelor son, Pale.! ¥Vhen this Owings died in 1781, the land rassed to
one of his nenhews, Dr. Thomas FPale Owings

Recent architectural examination of Come Bv Chance uncovered a few
remaining fragments of eighteenth-centurv walls incorvorated intc the nresent
constructicn. Such a discoverv gives credence to the helief that Nr. Nuwings
was the huillder cof the original house. The 1798 Federal Tax Assessrent does
list this Ovwings as cvning "one hriclt dwelling house, 1 story, 16 x 36 Teet"

ic
on part of Core Rv Chance%Y The dirensions of the one%t section of the nresent
hcuse do aonear close to those given on the tax list.
Dr. Thomas Owings sold his propertv and other surrounding land (some ?lS{acre%n
to Thornton ard Rachel Poole who, cn .5 feptember 1834, s~7d the lot to Villiam

C. Cent “crx S3ﬁﬂﬂ7

It apnears that Willism was responsihle for the construction of the nresent
house. Ve ig listed in the ]850 U. S. Census as a 6l-vear-cld farmer with
Paltirore Countv real estate valued at,S$35,000. Tn his household were his
wife, and tFYee children ages 21 to 7AB At the tire of his death in 187
Gent was living con his Gunpowder Farm: possiklv he moved there after the 1863
death ¢f his w Bv the terms of his vill, Come Py Chance, which he called

Green Spring Farm, went to his son Joshua.

Joshua and Fannah Gent were active in the Stone Chapel Methodist Church.
The 1877 Atlas for Paltimeore Countv lists him as a farre: owning 206 acres
near Stevenson Station® On 4 Tehruarv 1895 he conveved Come By Chance to

his daughter rlorencet! In 1900, one vear bhefore her father's death, TFlorence

sold 19 acres and the house to Franlt A. Donsal.

The Bonsals lived at Come Bv Chance for nine vears and thev vere responsible

for some of the rerodeling of the house which still exists todav. Bonsal's

wife was Fllinor Donnell Stewart, daughter of Charles M. Stewart. Fer childhood
days of f“OWIP? up at Cliffeholme in the Vallev are recalled in her hceol Davs
Gone Bv.

The Ponsals sold their 22 acre estate *c Fimard 7, and Flsie (McVitty)
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McKeon in 1Q13{{ McKeon owned Come EBv Chance twice: he sold the »ronmertv in
1920 to George Ross Veazv, a promirent Paltirmeore attoer

it six years later. McFeon's second wife, Mrs. Ali
house in 1938 to the John Nelsons.'™

nev, onlv to repurchase
ce {Push) Carter, scld the

Nuring his two veriods of cownership, *Mc¥eon made further additions and
changes to Core RBv Chance, including a formal garden. !e was the president
of the Raltimore PRelting Company and his wife Alic had a weeklv radio nrogram
on war gardens during World ¥ar II,
The Yelson family owvned Ceome Bv fhance from 1938 until 1969 when guner-
ir was transferred to their son Johr arnd his wife Virginia (Leovell).® Thev
e present owners

3
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Land purchased by Christopher Gist.

Central portion of present brick house built by him.
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